Kentucky Warbler (Vol. 52, no. 1) by Kentucky Library Research Collections,
Western Kentucky University
TopSCHOLAR®
Kentucky Warbler Library Special Collections
2-1976
Kentucky Warbler (Vol. 52, no. 1)
Kentucky Library Research Collections
Western Kentucky University, spcol@wku.edu
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/ky_warbler
Part of the Ornithology Commons
This Newsletter is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kentucky Warbler by an authorized
administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact todd.seguin@wku.edu.
Recommended Citation
Kentucky Library Research Collections, "Kentucky Warbler (Vol. 52, no. 1)" (1976). Kentucky Warbler. Paper 229.
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/ky_warbler/229
The Kentucky Warbler
. (Published by the Kentucky Ornithological Society)
VOL. 52 FEBRUARY, 1976 No. 1
IN THIS ISSUE
MID-WINTER. BIRD COUNT, 1975-1976 3
TREE SWALLOWS NESTING IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, Anne L. Stamm 13
FIELD NOTES 15
NEWS AND VIEWS 19
• : • -
..i •
'} -li ..t"--"
•/'"i: ! i ' • •
- .1
THE KENTUCKY WARBLER Vol. 52
THE KENTUCKY ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Founded in 1923 by B. C. Bacon, L. Otley Pindar, and Gordon Wilson
President A. L. Whitt, Jr., Richmond
Vice-President Howard Jones, Frankfort
Corn Sec.-Treasurer Mrs. Clifford T. Johnson
1166 Castlevale Drive, Louisville 40217
Recording Secretary Sister Casimir Czurles, Owensboro
Councillors:
Ramon lies, Owensboro 1974-1976
Andrew Uterhart, Lexington 1974-1976
Charles Guthrie, Bowling Green 1975-1977
Mrs. Wendell Kingsolver, Carlisle .• 1975-1977
Retiring President Burt L. Monroe, Jr., Louisville
Librarian Evelyn Schneider, Louisville
Staff Artist Ray Harm, Chenoa
THE KENTUCKY WARBLER
Organ of the Kentucky Ornithological Society. Published quarterly in
February, May, August, and November. The KENTUCKY WARBLER is
sent to all members not in arrears for dues. Membership dues are: Active
or Regular, $3.00; Contributing, $5.00; Student, $2.00; Life, $50.00; Family,
$1.00 in addition to Regrular, Contributing, or Life Membership dues. All
articles and communications should be addressed to the editor. Subscrip
tions, membership, and requests for back issues should be sent to the
tre^urer.
Editor H. E. Shadowen, Biology Department, Western Kentucky Univ.,
Bowling Green 42101
Editorial Advisory Board
Anne L. (Mrs. F. W.) Stamm Leonard C. Brecher
OUR COVER
The photograph of Coots at the transient lakes south of Bowling Green
was taken by Malcolm Guy Briggs of the Department of Physics and
Astronomy, Western Kentucky University.
1976 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER
MID-WINTER BIRD COUNT
1975-1976
Reports were received from 23 compilers across the state. 'The 122
reported species included some very unusual sightings — perhaps in part
attributed to the variety of weather conditions present before and during
the count period and to the greater number of participants. Because of
limitation of space, the three counts having the fewest number of species
have not been placed in tabular form; species and numbers have been in
cluded in the descriptions of these three counts. Hopefully, as the number
of counts continues to grow, a different format will be used so that all
counts will be in tabular form.
LAND BETWEEN THE LAKES (all points within a 16-mile diameter
circle, center Trace and Mulberry Plat Roads; same area and habitats as
covered in previous years. — Dec. 20; 6:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Clear in morn
ing becoming overcast and cloudy in afternoon; Temp. 35-39®; wind SW, 8
m.p.h. Four observers in two parties. Total party hours, 17 (7 on foot, 10
by car). Total party miles, 39 (12 on foot, 27 by car). Total 69 species,
2,006,047 individuals.
The four observers in two parties covered much of the same area
usually covered but obviously less thoroughly. I feel that with more aid,
this would have been a very high count year. The small number of Bald
Eagles observed may have been the result of the few observers. Shrikes
continue to increase in the count area where previously they were quite
rare. This was also a good year for Killdeer which seem to be much more
abundant throughout western Kentucky. Outside the count area Robins are
numerous. Whether there is a change of behavior evident or the result
of a generally mild winter, Robins are common on lavms, parks, golf
courses, etc., instead of forming the large winter flocks we used to en
counter in bottom woodlands. The Starling roost at Kentucky Dam may
be slightly smaller this year, and appears to consist wholly of Starlings. —
Clell Peterson (compiler), Lawrence Philpot, Edwin Ray, Paul Sturm.
MARION (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Forest
Grove). — Dec. 28; 6:00 a.m. to 5;00 p.m. Temp. 28-39°; wind NW to W,
0-10 m.p.h. Two observers in one party; total party-hours, 11 (s on foot,
3 by car). Total party miles, 50 (4 on foot, 46 by ear). Total 45 species,
4,078 individuals. — C. L. Frazer (compiler), James A. Frazer.
HENDERSON (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
junction of Airline Road, Duncan lane, to include Audubon State Park and
eastern edge of Sloughs Wildlife Management area). — Dec. 28; 6:00 a.m.
to 5:15 p.m. Temp. 34-43°; wind 0-5 m.p.h. Cloudy, intermittent light snow;
water partially frozen. Fourteen observers in nine parties. Total party
hours, 71 (50 on foot, 21 by car). Total party miles, 260 (43 on foot, 217
by car). Total, 77 species, 18,405 individuals.
The Woodcock was seen by Ron Dodson in his yard in an area which
had been a vegetable garden during the summer. He was able to photograph
the bird. The Black-capped Chickadees were seen by three observers in
Audubon State Park. There was little physical difference in the chickadees
observed except that the black bib extended farther down on the breast of
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some. However, noticeably different calls were given. The Black-capped
Chickadee had a lower slower call, easily imitated as a "Chic-a-de-de-de."
Brewer's Blackbirds were seen among a large flock of birds in a field of
com stubble. We approached within 30 yards of the flock and were able
to identify the Brewer's Blackbirds and compare them to the Crackles,
Red-winged Blackbirds, and Rusty Blackbirds which were also present. —
King Benson, Ben Burnley, Harold Crafton, Ron Dodson (compiler), Carol
Gatlin, Davis Gatlin, Bertha Hartung, James Lodato, Mrs. Ross Parsons,
W. P. Rhodes, Mrs. Charles B. Smith, Virginia Smith, Edna Vogel, Mrs.
Willis Wiley.
SORGHO (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Sorgho;
same area and habitats as covered in previous years.) — Dec. 31; 8:30 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m. Temp. 37-45®; wind 2-10 m.p.h. Five observers in two parties.
Total party hours, 10, (9 on foot, 1 by car). Total party miles, 22 (7 on
foot, 15 by car). Total 41 species, 15,282 individuals. — Joe Ford (compiler),
Mr. and Mrs. Ramon lies, Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Wilson.
WHITESVILLE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
Whitesville; including woods, fields, thickets, lawns, and feeding station). —
Dec. 28; 8:20 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Cloudy, drizzle and sleet in afternoon;
temp. 24-30°'. Two observers in one party. Total party hours, 7% (3 on
foot, 4V^ by car). Total party miles, 56 (7 on foot, 49 by car). Total, 38
species, 1,848 individuals. — Sister Casimir Czurles (compiler), Wynema
Sims.
MACEO (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center junction
of Highway 60 and Blackford Creek Road east of Maceo, including the
Ohio River bottoms from Blackford Creek to Rockp'ort Ferry landing). —
Dec. 27; 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., temp. 33-35°, wind 3-8 m.p.h. Five observers
in two parties. Total party hours, 12 (10 on foot, 2 by car). Total party
miles, 36 (10 on foot, 26 by ear). Total, 49 species, 927 individuals.
It was windy and cold on the Ohio river, and no ducks were seen. The
16 Evening Grosbeaks and 10 Eastern Bluebirds were unusual. Sparrows
were low in both species and numbers. — Mr. and Mrs. Ramon lies, Mr.
and Mrs. A. L. Powell (compiler).
MADISONVILLE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
James W. tiTancock farm; same area and habitats as covered in previous
years). — Dec. 28; 6:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., temp. 33-48°; wind NW 1-5 m.p.h.
Eight observers in-one party. Total party hours, 10% (9 on foot, 1% by
car). Total "party miles, 40 (6 on foot, 34 by car). Total, 56 species, 602,880
individuals. — Peyton Adams, Thelma Gentry, James W. Hancock (com
piler), Allen Morgan, Edwin and Naomi Trotten, Nathanael and Mary
Travis.
PENNYRILE FOREST STATE PARK (all points within a 15-mile
circle, center park lodge; also to include the park's deciduous and pine
woods, fields, Pennyrile lake, and adjoining farmland). — Jan. 1; 6:45 a.m.
to 4:45 p.m., temp. 38-40°; wind NW, 1-5 m.p.h., cloudy throughout day.
Two observers.in one party. Total party hours, 10 (8 on foot, 2 by car).
Total party miles, 15 (8 onfoot, 7 by car). Total, 39 species, 334 individuals.
Yellow-rumped Warblers appear to be quite common within and near
the Park, but many species were about average or below the numbers seen
in past years. — Peyton Adams, James W. Hancock (compiler).
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BOWLING GREEN (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
Three Springs, 6 miles south of Bowling Green; same area and habitats as
covered in previous years). — Dee. 22; 7:00 a.m. to 5:15 p.m., clear and
sunny, temp. 25-35°, wind 0-10 m.p.h. Seven observers in two parties. Total
party hours, 12 (10 on foot, 2 by car). Total party miles, 83 (10 on foot,
73 by car. Total, 62 species, 511,518 individuals.
The transient lakes south of Bowling Green were partially frozen,
and hunters were shooting into the flocks of ducks as we arrived. — Jeb,
Sim, and Steve Pickard, David Roemer, Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Saxton, H. B.
Shadowen (compiler).
MAMMOTH GAVE NATIONAL PARK (all points within a 15-rnile
diameter circle, center Turnhole Bend Drive-out; same area iarid habitats
as covered in previous years). — Dee. 21; 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 'pirn;, temp. 30-
35°; wind 5-10 m.p.h. Seven observers in three parties. Tot^ party hours,
21. Total party miles, 75% (12 on foot, 63% by car). Total *45 species, 952
individuals. — Mrs. James Gillenwater (compiler), Silbert'Hartis, Arlie
Hogan, Raymond lies, Wayne Mason, A. L. Powell, H. E. Shadowen.
(jLASGOW (all points within a i5-mile diameter circle, center Barren
County Courthouse, Glasgow). — Jan. 3; fi:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., calm,
temp. 32-35'. Two observers in two parties. Total party hours, 14% (10
on foot, 4% by car). Total party miles, 58 (9 on foot, 49 by car). Total 50
species', 1,802 individuals. — Mrs. James Gillenwater (compiler), Wajme
Mason.
OTTER CREEK PARK (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,
center 2 miles southwest of park entrance, area as described 1972). — Jan.
1; 8:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., mostly cloudy; tem. 32-37"; wind N, 7 m.p.h.,
fresh water open; wild food crop good. Seventeen observers in 8 parties.
Total party hours, 55 (36 on foot, 19 by car). Total party miles, 269 (43
on foot, 226 by car). Total 75 species, 6,255 individuals.
Heavy rains during the week and particularly the day before the
count caused Otter Creek to be very high, the ground soggy, and the fields
flooded in many areas. Although the day was cloudy and overcast, we had
the highest Christmas count for the Otter Creek Park area. The wild
Turkey, observed in the Grahamton, Lake area of the Fort Knox Military
Reservation, is a new Otter Creek Park census record. The bird was
sighted by Doris and Albert Westerman. American Kestrels, Killdeer,
Blue Jay, Common Crows, Eastern Bluebirds, and Evening Grosbeaks hit
,all-time highs for the area. Red-winged Blackbirds, Rusty Blackbirds, and
Common Grackles were below.average for our counts. — Robert Allen, Mrs.
William Bauer, Joseph Croft, Diane and Jackie Elmore, Mrs. Miles Elmore,
Wilbur Jackson, Patti Ogden, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Donald Parker,
James Pasikowski, Martha Pike, Lene Rauth, Anne L. Stamm (compiler),
Frederick W. Stamm, Albert and Doris Westerman.
BERNHEIM FOREST (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,
center Forest lookout tower 2.75 miles s.e. of forest entrance). — Dec. 28;
6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; temp. 30-36°; wind SW, 4-10 m.p.h. Twenty-one
observers in 8 parties. Total party hours, 60 (27 on -foot, 33 by car)-.
Total party miles, 382 (31 on foot, 351 by car). Total 68, species, 7,996
individuals. — Robert Allen, Mary Bauer, Jane Bell, Pat Bell, George
CJrabtree, Lysbeth Davis, Diane and -Jack Elmore, Katherine Fulkerson,
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Anna Hook, Eric Neff, Jerrold Olson, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Donald
Parker, Jim and Susie Pasikowski, Lene Rauth, Carl Schultz, Lawrence
Smith (compiler), A1 and Midge Susie.
LOUISVILLE (all points within a 15-niiIe diameter circle, center as
described 1972). — Dec. 21; 5:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., partly cloudy, temp.
22-34°; wind N-NE, 8-20 m.p.h., fresh water partly frozen. Thirty-six
observers in 14 parties. Total party hours, 104 (58 on foot, 46 by car).
Total party miles, 473 (52 on foot, 421 by car). Total 94 species, 3,563,470
individuals.
This year's high total of species was likely due to a combination of
three causes: a better coverage with more parties and observers, mild
weather up until one week before the count, and an influx of northern
species in the past week.
The Double-crested Cormorant has been present for several weeks and
seen by many observers at the Falls of the Ohio. Anne Stamm's party
accounted for the Merlin, our first on a count in many years; all field
marks were noted, including the banded tail. The Ovenbird is our second
winter record, first count record. Last year one wintered at a feeder up
into February. This year's bird was found the day before and day of the
count by Diane and Jackie Elmore and Don Parker. All field, marks were
noted at close range by observers familiar with the species. Monroe found
the Western Meadowlark the day before the count; on the count it was
again seen by Monroe and Bob Quaife. It was found near the spot where
the species had "wintered in previous years (specimens taken earlier); it
was in the typical "pale" plumage of December birds, with the yellow
malar area and separate black bars on secondaries and rectrices very
evident.
The Black-headed Grosbeak, a state record, has been present for over
a week in the same area where the Wilson's Warbler was found last year.
Brainard Palmer-Ball discovered the bird, which has subsequently been
observed by others. It is an immature 'male, with the upperparts in a
typical "female" plumage (head stripes and back spotting prominent) and
the underparts a rather uniform orange-buff. Anne Stamm reported the
Pine Grosbeak, an adult male. observed feeding with Purple Finches. Its
larger size, rosy head, and prominent white wing bars were all noted. This
species has not been reported from the. state since the late 1800's. Lincoln's
Sparrows were reported by two parties (Stamm and Susie parties). —
Robert Allen, Mary Bauer, Donald Blackburn, Leonard Brecher, William
Buntin, Altha Cain, Kathrsni Clay, Joseph Croft, Diane and Jackie Elmore,
Katie Fulkerson, Anna Hook, Barry Howard, Joseph Knight, Jr., Frank
and John Krull, Burt Monroe, Jr. (compiler), Dottie Muntan, Patti Ogden,
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Don Parker, James and Susie Pasikowski, Robert
Quaife, Lene Rauth, Harry and Mary Rea, Terence Rhoades, Judy Robert
son, William Schoeffler, Jr., Carl Schultz, Mabel Slack, Lawrence Smith,
Anne and F. W. Stamm, Midge Susie (Beckham Bird Club).
SHELBYVILLE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, as
described in 1974). — Dec. 28; 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., cloudy; temp. 29-35®;
wind NW, 10-15 m.p.h., snowing from 2:30 to 5:30. Five observers in one
party. Total party hours, 10 (8 on foot, 2 by car). Total party miles, 64
(7 on foot, 57 by car). Total 39 species, 104.316 individuals. — W. H.
-Brown, Leslie Brown, Lloyd Brown, Todd Brown, Lois Kingslover.
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FRANKFORT (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center at
junction of US 227 and Ky. 1900; area as described in 1972). — Dec. 20;
7:00 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. Overcast; temp. 28-38°; wind SW, 7-30 m.p.h.; water
partly open, ground bare. Twenty observers in 8 parties. Total party hours,
46 (34 on foot, 12 by car). Total party miles, 178 (31 on foot, 147 by car).
Total 63 species, 4,738 individuals.
This count is the largest for total species that has been reported
for the twenty years of Frankfort's Count. Credit is due the hard work
ing parties.from Buckley Hills under the coordination of Dennis Coskren.
This group reported several of the less common finds. The eight Brown
Thrashers were reported by several scattered parties with this relatively
large number quite out of the ordinary. — Gay Amburgy, Pat Anderson,
W. P. Caine, Jr., Dennis and Faith Coskren, Peggy Derryberry, .James
Furell, Charles Grayson, Pat and Scott Hankla, Howard Jones (compiler),
Margaret La Fontaine, Betty Maxson, Lewis and Mary Pfouts, Frank
Rassenfoss, Sally Rice, Stephen Rice,'Michael Williams, Tim Williams.
KLEBER WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (all points within a
15-mile diameter circle, center at junction of US 227 and State 845 in Owen
County; area as described in 1972). — Dec. 28; 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Overcast with snow in afternoon; temp. 30-38°; wind SE, 5-10 m.p.h.
Water partly open, light snow on ground. Four observers in 2 parties.
Total party hours, 12 (9 on foot, 3 by car). Total party miles, 76 (8 on
foot, 68 by car). Total 40 species, 2,375 individuals.
The most exciting find for this Count was the large flock of Evening
Grosbeaks. The number of Robins reported is quite conservative and repre
sents the largest concentration any of us had encountered. The heavy crop
of cedar berries and other wild foods undoubtedly was a factor responsible
for these numbers. Durell reported the Canada Geese as he walked the
Refuge in' the late afternoon. Sparrows seemed scarce and were poorly
represented for this type of habitat. — Peggy Derryberry, James Durell,
Howard Jones (compiler), Margaret LaFontaine.
LEXINGTON (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center East
Hickman on Tates Creek Pike, as described in 1972). — Dee. 27; 6:45 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. Mostly cloudy with light rain and snow; temp. 31-34°; wind
W to SW, 6-10 m.p.h.; fresh water partly open. Twenty-seven observers
in 18 parties. Total party hours, 65 (27 on foot, 38 by car). Total party
miles, 410 (25 on foot, 385 by car). Total 79 species, 8,227 individuals.
The Green Heron was observed at a farm pond and had been seen
several times prior to the count period. The Dowitchers were definitely
identified and were also observed without long glass to make positive
identification. Two male Chipping Sparrows and 4 immatures were ob
served at close range at a feeder. — Pat Anderson, Mary B. Brock, Mary
P. Burns, Lowell Bush, Laurence Davis, Lyda Feck, Reid Freeman, John
Hartman, Annamae Helton, Maud Hurt, Collin Hyde, Irma Johnson, Betty
Maxson, Katherine Maxson, Betty McCormick, Robert Morris, Frank
Pattie, Alfred Reece (compiler), Jerry Reece, Virginia Reece, Robert and
Elberta Reid, Barbara Ruff, Connie and Richard Schwein, Frances Shine,
James Wood (Audubon Society of Kentucky, Inc.).
BURLINGTON (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
Hueys Corner near Union; Count area includes Big Bone State Park, Camp
Ernst, some Ohio River bottom and various wooded areas; 60% woodlands
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and forest edge, 20% lake shore, 15% open fields, 5% residential). — Jan.
3; 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Cloudy; temp. 24 to 29°; wind W, 10-20 m.p.h.; .3
inches of snow the previous night. Two observers in 1 party. Total party
hours, 8V2 (7 on foot, IV2 by car). Total party miles, 47 (7 on foot, 40
by car). TotaL 27 species, 320 individuals.
Many species were missed on this first count due to lack of participants
and unfavorable weather conditions. The only noteworthy sighting was a
Common Loon, observed on Camp Ernst Lake. Birds observed: Common
Loon 1, Mallard 1, American Kestrel 13, Rock Dove 9, Mourning Dove 1,
Belted Kingfisher 2, Common Flicker 3, Red-b. Woodpecker 4, Downy
Woodpecker 7, Blue Jay. 6, Common Crow 2, Car. Chickadee 19, Tufted
Titmouse 5, White-br. Nuthatch 1, Carolina Wren 8, Mockingbird 1, Ameri
can Robin 9, Golden-c. Kinglet 2, Cedar Waxwing 2, Starling 89, House
Sparrow 26, Cardinal 29, Amer. Goldfinch 24, Dk.-eyed Junco 25, Tree
Sparrow 12, Field Sparrow 9, Song Sparrow 10. — Lee K. McNeely (com
piler) , Lynda McNeely.
CARLISLE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Kings-
olver cabin. Lake Carnico, Nicholas County). — Jan. 1; 6:00 a.m. to 6:00
p.m.; temp. 35-45". Twelve observers in 4 parties. Total party hours, 25
(14 on foot, 11 by car). Total party miles, 50 (5 on foot, 45 by car). Total
51 species, 1,364 individuals.
We were very fortunate to find both the Goshawk and the Red-
shouldered Hawk on the same day, both being rarities in this area. Ducks
have been down in number this winter on our lake. — Ms. Pat Anderson,
Mrs. H. W. Bailey, Ms. Jackie Calvert, Mrs. Hannah Gabriel, Mr. Given
Harper, Ann, Robert, Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver, J. T. and Evelyn
Morford, Alfred Reese.
WILLARD (same territory as that covered Dec. 26, 1937 and the 38th
consecutive count). — Dec. 23; 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; temp. 19-30"; wind
NE, 3 m.p.h. One observer in one party. Total party hours, 8 (all on foot).
Total party miles, 10 (all on foot). — Total 25 species, 169 individuals.
Birds observed: Cooper's Hawk 1, Common Flicker 1, Pil. Woodpecker 2,
Red-bel. Woodpecker 4, Yellow-bel. Sapsucker 1, Hairy Woodpecker 2,
Downy Woodpecker 1, Eastern Phoebe 2, Blue Jay 9, Common Crow 6, Car.
Chickadee 17, Black-c. Chickadee 3, Tufted Titmouse 11, White-br. Nuthatch
13, Winter Wren 1, Carolina Wren 14, American Robin 3, Starling 22,
Rufous-s. Towhee 2, Dk.-eyed Junco 24, White-th. Sparrow 4, Fox Sparrow
7. — Ercel Kozee.
JACKSON (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Hilltop
Church, junction of Hwys. 397 and 1110). — Jan. 3; 7:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m.; temp. 25-35"; wind N, 0-5 m.p.h. Fifteen observers in 8 parties.
Total party hours, 35 (20% on foot, 14^^ by car). Total party miles, 193
(18 on foot, 175 by car). Total 52 species, 2,007 individuals.
- An early morning rain delayed the Count. The poorest returns were
among the Falconiformes; poor light and overcast skies were contributing
factors. Noteworthy was the Palm Warbler and the high number of Red-
breasted Nuthatches. — Karem Abner, Pam Abner, Lori Allaire, Pierre
Allaire (compiler), Anita Blusser, Bess Douthitt, Steve Eslinger, Carroll
Fackler, Howard Jones, Fred Landrum, Jack and Peggy Payne, Rome
Sewell, Tom Smith, David Van Winkle.
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CUMBERLAND GAP NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK (all points
within a 15-mile diameter circle, center at peak 2610 on Varilla, Ky.-Va.
Quadrangle (USGS), and including Cumberland Gap and Tiprell, Tn.). —
Dec. 20; 8:00 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.; temp. 20-42°; wind WNW, 3-15 m.p.h.
Snow cover zero to inch.. Three observers in one party. Total •party
hours, 8.75 (6.75 on foot, 2.0 by car). Total party miles, 51 (5 on foot, 46
by car). Total 29 species, 221 individuals. Birds observed: Red-shouldered
Hawk 1, Common Flicker 1, Y.-bel. Sapsucker 1, Hairy Woodpecker 1,
Downy Woodpecker 1, Blue Jay 3, Common Crow 18, Car. Chickadee 7,
Blaek-c. Chickadee 2, Tufted Titmouse 8, White-br. Nuthatch 16, Red-br.
Nuthatch 2, Brown Creeper 3, Winter Wren 1, Mockingbird 2, Hermit
Thrush 6, Golden-cr. Kinglet 9, Starling 51, Yellow-rumped Warbler 3,
House Sparrow 8, Common Grackle 3, Cardinal 16, Purple Finch 2, Ameri
can Goldfinch 12, Rufous-s. Towhee 1, Dk.-eyed Junco 9, White-th. Sparrow
23, Song Sparrow 3. — Ann Beatty, Steve Beatty (compiler), Joe Ward.
Feeder watchers: Chuck and Karen Anibal, Mary Hopson.
TREE SWALLOWS NESTING IN JEFFERSON COUNTY
Anne L. Stamm
Little is known about the Tree Swallow (Iridoprocne bicolor) as a
breeding bird in Kentucky. The early references by L. Otley Pindar (1889,
1925) mention the species as a "summer resident" but "not" common" in
Hickman, Fulton County. In the latter reference he refers to the species
as a "rare summer inhabitant." Gordon Wilson's compilation (1942) of the
breeding birds of 15 localities scattered through the state lists the species
for Reelfoot Lake only, where it is listed as rare, but without details; In
the 1957 edition of the American Ornithologists' Union Check-List of North
American Birds, the Tree Swallow is listed as a breeding bird at Reelfoot
Lake in northwestern Tennessee, but no mention is made for Kentucky.
Robert M. Mengel (1965) states that in several summer trips to the' Pur
chase region, 1941-1951, he failed to find the species.
The most recent reference to breeding is found in Thane Robinson's
study of the Birds of the Lower Cumberland River Valley (1965). He
states that adult Tree Swallows "were seen feeding young that were perched
on small, leafless branches overhanging Cravens Creek in Lyon County."
In the Summary of Occurrence of Birds of Kentucky (1969) Monroe lists
the species as a rare breeding bird in the southwestern Lowlands west, of
Land Between the Lakes. In my search of the ornithological literature I
can not find any mention of the species being present in the summer
months other than in extreme western Kentucky. Therefore, the finding of
a nest, with four young, in 1975, establishes the breeding of the species in
Jefferson County. '
Breeding was first suspected in 1973 when Dorthea McConnell and I
•found a pair of Tree Swallows at Long Run State Park, Jefferson County,
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May 25, 1973. "We went to the park to check the area for birds since we
were to lead a field trip there, the following day. The birds were skimming
across the lake and occasionally flew to rest on a snag. The snag was out
in the water, but fairly close to the shore. The following day, we watched
the birds going into a cavity on the upper end of the snag. The cavity
faced the nort^'- In subsequent visits to the area, I watched the birds flying
across the lakej entering and leaving the cavity, and resting on the snag.
Of course, we suspected a nest, with the female either in the process of
egg-laying or -incubating, at the time of our second visit. The male was
seen frequently perched on the snag, near the cavity. Lawrence D. Smith
and James Pasikowski also reported seeing the birds, during early June,
going to the cavity, apparently to feed young.
Also, on June 21, 1975, while my husband and I were birding at Long
Run Park, I found a nest of the Tree Swallow. It was placed in a cavity of
a dead tree, about 20 feet up; it faced east. The nest tree stood in the
water, about 35 feet from the shore. When I found the nest, it contained
four young birds. They were fully feathered and sat near the opening of
the nest-cavity.
Both parent birds fed the young. On June 21, during a 30 minute watch,
the young were fed 26 times. Each parent had its own perch to which it
flew to preen and to rest between feedings. A fisherman had tied his boat
to the base of the nest tree, but the parent birds continued to feed the
young, without interruption. Mary Louise Daubard told me that she had
also seen the nesting Tree Swallows during June, while on a fishing trip.
As far as I know, no other breeding records have been recorded for this
species outside of western Kentucky.
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FIELD NOTES
AVOCETS ON THE FALLS OF THE OHIO
On the afternoon of October 25, 1975, we decided to visit the Falls of
the Ohio to look for grebes and ducks. The river was high and two days
earlier the entire rock ledge was covered. However, on the 25th the water
had receded somewhat and there were a few small "islands" of exposed
rock. We put up our spotting scopes and much to our surprise saw 12
American Avocets (Recurvirostra americana) on one of the exposed rock
areas.
A cold front moved into the area the previous night, leaving colder
temperatures and cloudy skies. The exact arrival time of these large
western shorebirds was unknown," but the Falls of the Ohio was checked
the afternoon of October 23.
We observed the birds for more than an hour with our 20x and 25x
telescopes. The birds were bathing, preening, and sleeping during the
entire period. We would have been surprised to see one Avocet, but seeing
12 at one time and in one place was astonishing!
A Bird Alert was activated and many local birders observed the-
Avocets. The writers were accompanied by Diane Elmore who also watched
the birds.
This sighting is the second known record for the Falls of the Ohio and
the Louisville area. A single bird was observed at the Falls on October 16,
1970 (Stamm, Ky. Warhler, Vol. 47:20). We returned to the Falls the next
day, but only two birds could be located; — DONALD PARKER AND
JACKIE ELMORE, 1071 Keller Avenue, Louisville 40213; 4301 Wooden
Way, Apt. 20, Louisville, 40219.
SIGHTING OF A NORTHERN ORIOLE
On December 26, 1975 I saw a yellow-tinged J)ird on a feeding tray
on the north side of my house. The temperature was 32®, the wind west at
10 m.p.h., and the bird was puffed up almost unrecognizably. Facing me it
presented almost no identification mark except the yellow breast. It flew
into the privet bushes above the feeding tray and began to feed on the
berries. In the process, it fluttered a good deal, showing all angles and
positions and with both wings and tail feathers spread out. I could then
observe the long, slender bill, the orange-yellow undersurface, and the
distinctly orange-yellow tail feathers. The upper surfaces of the wings were
of a darker color and had conspicuous wing bars. I had at least half a
dozen other species of birds nearby to establish size. It was larger than a
White-crowned Sparrow, smaller than a Cardinal. A check of Monroe's
Sunm.ary of Occurrence of Birds of Kentucky assured me that my identifi
cation of the bird as a female or juvenile Northern (Baltimore) Oriole
(Icterus galbula) was not improbable. — CLELL PETERSON, 901 S. 18th
St., Murray 42071.
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CONCENTRATION OF LOONS ON BARREN RIVER RESERVOIR
While duck hunting at Barren River Reservoir on November 22, 1975
I noticed flocks of Common Loons (Gavia immer) settling down on the
lake. The loons were in loose flocks of 10-20 individuals and were flying
much higher than any of the ducks passing over the lake. The flocks con
tinued coming in during the day and began rafting up in the middle of the
lake. Occasionally their calls could be heard. By the end of the day I
estimated that there were 150-200 loons within sight. I thought this was
interesting to note because I had never seen such concentrations of this
species before. The sky was heavily overcast with the temperature in the
low thirties. — DAVID ROEMER, Western Kentucky University, Bowling
Green, 42101.
UNUSUAL PASSERINE OCCURRENCES IN WARREN COUNTY
Apparently the unusually mild autumn and winter has resulted in
birds being in regions where they are not normally found at this time of
year. On November 30„ 1975 a Black-throated Green Warbler (Dendroica
virens) was seen at Alvaton, Kentucky and collected the following, day.
On December 22 four Palm Warblers were observed feeding in low vegeta
tion near the transient lakes south of Bowling Green. On January 24, 1976
another Palm Warbler (Dendroica pahnarum), or one of the same warblers,
was seen in the same locality. On January 23, 1976 Tom Durbin noted a
small brownish bird just outside his home in Bowling Green. The bird was
in poor condition and unable to fly. It was identified as a female or im
mature Indigo Bunting (Passerina cyanea). Several unusual occurrences
have been reported; most have been attributed to mild weather conditions.
— H. E. SHADOWEN, Biology Dept., Western Kentucky Univ., Bowling
Green, 42101. • •
STARLING WITH MALFORMED BILL AND TARSUS
On January 11, 1976, Sarah Lansdell, art critic, of the Courier Journal,
telephoned me to say that she had found a dead bird, with a long, down
wardly curved bill. It was found in the 700 block of- First Street, Louisville,
Kentucky. She felt that the bird was a water bird because of the length
of the bill. Her description of the plumage, however, convinced me that
the bird was a Starling (Stumus vulgaris), with an abnormal mandible. I
suggested that she place the bird in the deep freeze until it could be picked
up. Later, when I saw the bird, I was surprised to see a Starling with such
a'peculiarly shaped bill. The culmen measured 68.5 millimeters, and over
lapped the lower mandible by 29 millimeters. The ramphotheca was blackish
and the ventral ridge appeared to be damaged, or slit from the base to the
middle section. Also, the upper mandible appeared to be flat from the
middle to the tip of the bill. The lower mandible was also flat.
The specimen was given to Dr. Burt L. Monroe, Jr., chairman of the
biology department, University of Louisville. I am indebted to him for
measuring the culmen, and he made the following additional observation.
The anterior surface of the scutes was extended and knife-edged giving a
much compressed tarsus. The bird was badly decomposed so only its head
and tarsus/feet were salvaged. The specimen (UL 3798) was not sexed
or aged due to its condition.
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STARLING (Stumus vulgaris) showing malfor^ned bill and tarsus.
Photograph by F. W. Stamm. . .
It is a mystery how the bird managed to eat and live as long as it did
with such a malformed bill. — ANNE L. STAMM, 9101 Spokane Way,
Louisville, Ky. 40222.
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NATURAL BIRD BATH — A CASE OF OPPORTUNISTIC BEHAVIOR
Birds, as a group, have been the subject of extensive studies in animal
behavior for many years. One area of particular interest has been oppor
tunistic behavior, i.e., the inherent genetic ability to adapt and readapt to
new situations. As one can readily perceive, this undoubtedly is of tre
mendous significance for an animal's survival. Pettingill (1970, Ornithology
in Laboratory and Field, Burgess Publishing Co., p. 252) cites a number of
studies to support this idea. Another interesting observation concerning
opportunistic behavior has been postulated by Klopfer and MacArthur
(1961, On the Causes of Tropical Species Diversity and Niche Overlap, Am.
Midland Nat., 95:223-236) who state that birds in the temperate zones
show more opportunistic behavior due to their constantly changing environ
ment, whereas species in South America tend to exhibit less opportunism.
The reason for this, they suggest, is the stability of the tropical ecosystem.
This type of behavior can be found in every facet of ecology. It would
be most advantageous, for example, to be opportunistic when feeding. No
doubt a^ wide range in type and size of food items would enhance an
organism's survival. The House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) owes its
success, in part, to its ability to feed on a wide variety of food, items of
variable size, while a species restricted to specific food item — a case in
point, the Everglades Kite (Rostrhamus sociabilis) who feeds entirely on
fresh water snails (Pomacea) — leads a precarious existence indeed.
On 14 December 1976 I witnessed a rather peculiar exhibition of op
portunism while participating in. the Jackson Christmas Bird Count. I was
walking along a ridge in the area of Mill Branch Creek watershed in
Breathitt County when I observed a flock of birds which commonly com
prise what is called the Chickadee-Titmouse complex. My attention was
focused on a sopping wet Tufted Titmouse (Parus bicolor) in a rather
oddly shaped oak tree (Quercus sp). From my vantage point the tree rose
approximately 13 m then veered off to the left, almost 90* horizontally
with the ground for one m or so, and then continued almost vertically
another 5 m where it formed a small crown. I watched the Titmouse dis
appear into the bend of the tree and reappear seconds later completely
drenched. It ruffled its feathers and moved away from the entrance of
what I considered a unique natural bird bath! Immediately following, a
Winter Wren (Troglodytes troglodytes) took advantage of the situation;
it too immersed itself in the pool of water. Exact determination of the
width, depth, and volume of this hollowed out section in the tree was im
possible. The diameter at that point was around 40 cm. Apparently this
cavity was formed many years ago as a result of a limb breaking off. The
wren also ruffled its feathers and departed with the rest of the flock to
begin foraging.
I found this to be a most intriguing utilization of a natural resource.
This water filled cavity was out in the open where predators could have
been detected easily. In addition to this, it was being used when many birds
were in the area and could have warned a bathing individual of imminent
danger. No doubt this was quite an advantegeous place to bathe. The possi
bility exists that the cavity had other uses such as serving as a source of
suitable drinking water or furnishing a well concealed hiding place.
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Birds are an extremely observant group of animals. More than likely,
one individual discovered this aerial pool of water and from then on birds
watched other birds take advantage of this rather -novel situation. — PI
ERRE N. ALLAIRE, Department of Science and Mathematics, Lees Junior
College, Jackson, Kentucky 41389.
NEWS AND VIEWS
It has been called to the attention of the editor that the author of
much of the information included in the article Current Status of the Bed-
cockaded Woodpecker, published in The Kentucky Warbler, 50:51-53, was
inadvertently omitted. The citation omitted was:
Jackson, Jerome A.
1971 The Evolution, Taxonomy, Distribution, Past Populations and
Current Status of the Red-cockaded Woodpecker, in The Ecology
and Management of the Red-cockaded Woodpecker. Ed. R. L.
Thompson. Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, U. S. Dept.
of Int., and Tall Timbers Research Station, Tallahassee, Fla.
KOS CHECKLIST
The K.O.S. Checklist of Kentucky Birds has recently been revised by
Mrs. Anne L. Stamm and Burt Monroe, Jr. Nine species have been added,
three names have been dropped, and 14 names have been changed since the
checklist was last printed. Checklists maybe obtained from the Corr. Sec.-
Treasurer. Prices are: ?.65 per 25 cards, $1.25 per 50 cards, and $2.25 per
100 cards plus mailing costs.
KOS SPRING MEETING
Our spring meeting will be held at Mammoth Cave National Park
Apr. 30-May 2. The park has hotel and camping facilities. Those with canoes
might be interested in birding on the Green River between the Green River
Ferry and Houchen's Ferry.
SPRING BIRD COUNTS
Members are again urged to participate on spring counts at the peak
of spring migration. The form used in submitting your report for publi
cation should be similar to that used for mid-winter bird counts, and it
should include both the species sighted and the number of individuals.
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X. IN MEMORIAM
^Mr. Yancey Altsheler
MrS.rLeonard Brecher-
Mrs. W. P. Ringo
